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Figure 2: White bellied sea eagle feeding off Song Saa Private Island. 
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Importance of Markets to Livelihood Schemes 

Research on livelihoods and sustainability in coastal Cambodia has shown the 
importance of market accessibility to the success of support programs. Lack of 

markets and high transport costs have regularly, for example, undermined 
livelihood initiatives undertaken in other parts of the coast. In the case of Prek 
Svay the issue of markets is removed as a constraint as the Song Saa Private 

Island offers a ready buyer for produce.  
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Appendix 1: 

How Livelihood Support Works: 
 

Overcoming the Dilemma of the Last Pandas 

A way of visioning how livelihood support contributes to sustainability is through a 
simple analogy called the dilemma of the last pandas. The setting of the dilemma 
features a family that is locked in an imaginary room. In the room they lack food, 
water, health care and sanitation: in a practical context they lack the livelihood 

opportunities to provide for their wellbeing. Sitting in another corner are the last 
pair of panda in the world.  

 
Even though the family may be aware of the consequences of eating these 

animals, their situation - the immediacy of their livelihood needs - compels them 
to kill and eat these unique creatures. The consequences of the situation are 

tragic: the pandas are no more and the family is only able to temporally starve off 
starvation. Meanwhile, future livelihood opportunities, such as from ecotourism, 

are foregone.  
 

Using the analogy as an explanation the ‘room’ represents the environment in 
which the family lives, which includes the pandas as part of its ecology. The 
family’s situation suggests that this environment cannot sustain them and 

compels them to commit unsustainable behavior.  

Livelihood support looks to break families out of this cycle. Drawing from the 
themes of the analogy, it offers alternatives that permit families to escape the 
‘room’ and the constraints and unsustainable behavior it generates. Literally 
‘opening the door’ out of the room. The outcome is removal of the need for 

people to destroy their environment to survive, allowing the likes of pandas, their 
ecosystems and the fabric of life to be sustained.  

In short, livelihood support facilitates sustainability. 


